T was lomg efter midaight  That

much T knaw, Fer it must bave

bean am bour and more sincs 1 had
watched the tweive raby Sashes from
the topmost peak of the Matropolitas
tower signal an unbeeding world Lhal &n-
other of lta gays had gone -

I knew, sven as | wandered dreard
out of my Gressercy square bouse door
und puced ms drearily round and round
the tron-femned park Ioclosure, that I
was about to fate another eleepiens night.

I Sung mywelf wearily down on &
bench ln Madlsom Square, facing the
dowly -spurting fountmin that had wo
oftsn seemed to me & sort of visihle pulse
af the slseping city. Thes [ pesrsd at
the mleepers all abouwt me. the bappy
aleepers huddied and mprawied along tha
park benches [ asnvied them avery
mortal of that ragged and homaeless
army! I almost hated them. For thery
weare driking dsep of the oms thing I
had Bean denled

Then, a3 T gazed Miy northward, I sud-
Senly csught sight of & fgure turning
guistly tnto the quistness of the squars.
It attracted and held my eye becauss it
seemed the coly movement !n that place
of utter stillness, Whers even the Yerdl-
gris-tintad tres leaves humg as motion-
lean ms though they had been cut from
rusty plates of copper.

1 watehed the figure ss it drew nssrer
and nesrer. The lonely midnight seemad
to convert ths casual streller Ints an
emimary of mFstery, Imio something
compelilzg and momentous.

1 watched ‘the stranger ms closely &8
- in i tha ap-
prosst of % lonely steamor. 1 did not
move ma he stood for & moment bealds
the fountsln. [ guve no wign of lfe =n

His eyes ware till keenly waiching tha
slowly depsrting figure My flippancy
seemned to have been lost on him. Hb
muscdlar young band suddeniy tightened
on my sleove

“By Gad, sir, you ean help, mel™ ha
cried, under bis brosth, “You fmust! T've
& right to call on you. as & decent cli-
un, sp—"

mysalf by this time
“T'm Lisnt Falmer,” hs abbently nd-
mitied sl the while eyeing the meving

fgure

“And—" T prompted as I watched his
guss follow that figure.

“And I've got to get that man, or 0
cost me & coupt-martial. T've got o gt
him Wait! St back hats without mov-
ing. NWow wptch what be doss!™

I saw the thisf drop Ints sn smpty
bench, glance down at hls tmepiecs, look
carelessiy sbout apd then lean back with
his legw cromsed. Nothing more hag-

pened
“Well" T inguired, “what's the gumsT"
“It's no game” he retorted, in his
quick snd decisive tones “It's mighty
oear A tragedy.. But mow I've found
him! I"ve placed him!
{mam I'm afteri™

ted. “But am I to ssvume that this It
tle bench scens wans & sort of, wall &
sort of carefully-studied-out trap™

“It was the ouly way I could clinch
the thing,* he admitted

“Clinch what™ 1 asked, consclous "of
his hesitation

“Oh, you've got to know,” ha finally
concsded, “now you've seen this much!
And 1 know you're—you're the right sort
I can't tall you everrthing. But I'm of

be jooked slowly about, g, mnl@
then cromed over 1o the end of the very
bemch on which [ st Thers was some-
ining milftary-Mes about the slim Foung
fgure in fin ustimaly and INCORETUCUR
cape overcoat ‘Thare was nlss some-
thing alert ssd guardedly observant =
ihe man's movemsnts as ha ssttisd bim-
self back in the bepch He sst thevs N
teming to the purr and splash of the
water, Them, In an iocredibly short
epace of time, be wes fast asiesp.

I still sai beside Mim. T was still idly
pondering who and wial the newoGmar
could ba, Whon anothér movement at-
tracted my attention, It was the almost
sllent sppromch of » second and wmrger
fgure, the figure of & witle-shouldered
man in navy-blus serge, passing gquistly
ju betwesn the double lne of banch
sleapers, Ho circled once abott the gTRD-
{ra-bourted ving of The founiain atmiessly.
Then he dropped difidently Into the smal
next to the man in the cape pvercoat,
pot fve fest from whers I saL

Samsthing about him, from the mo-
ment he took up that position, challenged
my attention. 1 waiched him from on-
tu-r my hat brim as be Iooked guardedly
about

Then T saw & hand creep out from his
side. 'Thers was something guick mad
reptilious (n its movements. 1 mmw it fmad
and pad about the slesplng man's breast
smakelike, In undsr

Toen 1 saw It slif,
the cloth of the coal

It moved about there, for & second ar
two, aa though bosily exploring the re-
cosn of every possible pochket.

Then [ ma= the sisalthy hand quietly
but guickly withdrawn Af It camas AWAY
it brought with it = packet that fiashed
white tn the lamplight. plainly & packet
of papers. Thiz was thrust hurrisdly
down into the cost pocket of the mew-
comer pext to me Thero Was Ret &
sound. Thers was no more moverment.

rhe wide-nhouldered man sat here
for what must have been a full minuts
of tisse, Then he ross quietiy to hia feet
and staried =S iy away.

1t wasn't until then thet the full reality
t ha hed done came home to me
robbed & sleeping

of whw
He had deliberstely

and unprotectad man
In three guirk steps I had crossed to

the sleeping man's sidy and was shaking
him. 1 etil] kept @Y oFes om the slowly
retrenting figuTe of the thief as he mads
his stow and spparently difident way wp
through the sguare

“Quick! Wake up™ 1 eried, with a des-
perate shake &t the sieeper's shoulder.
“Tou've hesn robbed!™

The next move of that little midoight
Arama Wan &8 unespected and stariling
instead of being confronisd by the
dlgpuintious maunderings of & half-
wakened wsieeper, I was suddenly and
firmiy csught by the arm and Jerked
bedily into the sest beside him.

wyou've bean robbed™ 1 repented, as I
falt that firm grip heul me seatwarnd

smhgt up!” sxid & calm mnd very wide-
awaks voloa, quite cioss tn my ear.

“HBui you've besn reobed ™ 1 expostu.

inted.
~Hpw do you know that?™ he demanded

ne

the © fhe's the Pagship of
sur Atlantic fleet’s first division, the fAag-
ship of Rear Admira! Shrodder. I was
sent to confer with Admiral Maddox, the
commandant of the Navy Tard It was
i= connection with the nary's new Hmaer-
pency Whaeel Code. [ can't explain it to
you: there's & ot of nevy Separtmant
4sts 1 can't ge lzto. Bot [ was ashors
hers in New York with a Hat of the new
wirriess code signals”

“And you let them get away™

*Therse Was Do letting about it They
were siclen from me. wiolen in wome
mynterions way ! ecan't understand
I've only one clow, I'd dined at the Flasa
Then I'd gobe up 1o the ballreom =nd
sat throtgh the amateur theatricals for
the French Hospital T'd been carrying
the code forms, and they'd besn worTring
bpe S0 1 ‘spjit the wheel® as yn my in
the servica. -1 mesn- - mBd
1aft one half locked up at my hotsl whils
1 still earried tha other Each part,
1 knew, would be ussloss
othar. How or when they got the half 1
was earrying I can't tell, for the life of
mea
times in the ballrocs after the theatri-
cals But it couMs’t have been mny of
thoss womes. They weren't that sort”

“rhen who was ItT* Fer the first tme
a sense of his boyishness had cerept over
o

keph fosling that I was being shodowed
1 was almost positive | waa betng tradled
They wodld be after the second balf, I
fult.
about all day walting for s sign I kept
it up until tomight. Then, when I sctn-

mors T made, I—"

His volee trailed off mnd he caught at
my arm aguin

“Ses, ha's on (he move mgain! He's
going, this time. And that's the man! 1
want you io bhelp me watoh him, watch
wvery step and trick  And if there's &
second man, I'm golog to get you to fol-
low him, whils 1 stick to this one, It's
niot altogether for mysell, remember; IU's
mora for the whols service!™

Wea wers on our fest by thin time
passing morthward along the sspbalied
walks that wound in and pul betwesn the
trees

~You mean this man's & sort of agent,
» forslgn apy, Afisr Tour naval sesreta™
1 maked as we watched the figurs in bloe
crcle oasually oul toward Fifth avenuve.
“That's what I've got to find oot And
Tm guoing to do It If T have to follow
him to hades and hack™ was the young
officer's anewer. Than he stddenly drew
up, with & whispered warning.
*Tou'd better go west, toward Broad-
way. Thon walk north into Fifth ave-
mse aguin, towsrd Brentans's cormer. '
| ewing up Madison svento on the oppo-
aita wide of him, and walk west on
Twenty-sixth street. Don't speak to me
a% we pase But waich him, every mo.
ment. And if there's & second man, fol-
low him'™
A moment Iater T was sontering west-
ward townrd the Haoffman Houss cor
per. As I mpproached the avenus curd
I saw the unperturbed figurs in blus stop

“Why, 1 saw It with my own even! And{ pegide the -Purragst monument on the

thore gos the man who did ™ T teld
hin, polnting northwand.

fis forked down my hand and swung
around on =e

soratch thet man!™ he sald  almost
fercély. “But for hesven's sake kesp
sl

«What does this mesnT™ I netwally
demanded.

He swept me with one quink glance
Yot ha looked more at my clothes I
faney, than at my face My taflor seemed
to be quits sstisfactory o him.

“wWho are youT™ he salked 1 toak my
tme in snswering. for T was baginning
io resent his repented Dot of superiority.

“My name If that's whatl you mean,
% to be the © bat kigh-
Iy respectable one of Kerfool—TWitter
Karfoot.™
e ne” b sl wih quick Impa-
tienon.  “What sre youT™
*I'm pothing mech, except a member
of sight oo nime clubs, end o man who

L fringe of Mad Bguare, I
W him ake out & cigar, siowly and e
tiberately atrike & match on the stone-
work of the axedrs, and then as slowly
and deifberzisly Heht hin clgar.

I folt. aa I saw. Ik that it was soms eort
of signal. This suspleion grew stranger
when, &, moment laler, T saw & woman
ptap out of the avenue doorway of Mar-
Ehe wore n plusned

made out, hung an opgra cloak of dell.
cats laceworik

Ehe wtood for & moment at the carriage
slep, an though awniling a cab or taxl

"Who are you™ T interrupted. quite|.

Asd that's the|

T dea’t doubt 1" I Maguidly sdmit-|-

without the

I remember dancing two or thres

*That's Just iz T don't bmow. But I

So 1 made a dummy, and Joufed

plly found T was baing fcllowed, every

" 4
4 A

ar SRS

* THE WASHINGTON HERALD

: RS 200
SUNDAY.

(Copyright, 1913.)

low over the dirk maw of the opsned
safe, resching into Its recessss Wi coa
white asd roundéd mrm. I mads 2o
sound: of that I was certaln. Tel some
sixth synss must have warned her of my
presence. For without rhyme or Peason
Ehe suddenly mtood erect, and swinging
about In her tracks, confrontad me

Her face, whish had been & Uttle fushed
from went white. She wtared

another. Jt was & hist, and noibing
more. But it was esough.

My first impulse, s I saw that move-
ment, was to circla quickly about and
warn Palmed of what had taken place
A moments thooght, however
ma the danger of thia And thes young
Uegtenant, 1 eould ses. had glready
changed his course, ®0 that his path
moithward throngh the cemter of the
squure parnileled that of the other man
now walking more briskiy along the ave-
nus curh.

He had clearly stated that T was
watch any confederate. I hoad no intem
tion to quibhis over wids lswoes. Aa 1
wtarted northwurd, indeed, after that
mysterious figure In the Talnsborough
bat and the cream-colored Fown. & most
pleasureable and purpesefsl tingle of ex-
citement thrilled up and downemy back-
bone

1 shadowed her an gunsdsdly as T was
whle, following her block by block as she
hurried op the empty thoroughfare that
was now as quiet and lonely as & glacial
Muraine. ¥he may have suspected me hy
this tima, T felt, for twice I saw her look
back over her shoulder.

Then I suddenly sWpPed and ducked
into & doorway, For & moment after 1
mw aw eome

into the avenus out of Thirty.-third

hiowed

sight of the hansom already drawn up at
the curb, halfway between Lexingion and
Fourth aventen.

A moment after wo jJolted across the
car tracka | alipped awny from the texi
and ma back to the cross strest on fool
Az 1 reached the corner 1 caught sight
of & fgure in & eream-colored gown croes
the sidewalk and step quickly into the
doorway of s ababby four-storied bulld-
Ing

I had mo tirpe to study chis bullding.
My one bmportant discovery was that ths
door opened as 1 tumed the knok and
that I was able quistly and quickiy to
wisp into the dark hallway,

I stosd there in the Rloam, listening In-
ten(ly. I could hear the Heht and hurried
click of shos besls on the bare-tread
bourds of the stalrs. T knew, as [ did s,
that the woman had climbed lo the top
floor.

Then T hesrd the chink of metal the
sotind of a key thrust Into = Jock, and
then the cautious closing of & door. 1
stood there in deed thought for & minute
or two, Then 1 groped my way cautious-
Iy to the foot of the stalre. found the
henvy, oli-fashlaned balustrads, and
alowly and sllently clirbed the stalrway.

T did mot stop until I found myself on
the top foor of that guist =and oDmay-
odored building. [ stood there, at a

*“Thenk You, I Prefer to Sinnd” Was Her Answer,

bar, sharpened wedgeiike at each end for
Ite screw head Eo | mads my way sllent-
Iy back to the pencil of yellow light and
the locked door phove It 1 stomd therw

listening for & mivute or twa AR 1
otld bear was the running of D
water and the ocomplonal rustling of &
paper. So I guietly foroed the edge of

my rod in betwesn the door and it jamb,
and as quistly levered the end autward.

Bamething kad to glve that
wtrain. T wam woelully a:
be the lo-% bar itailf. This
5o with a sap, and prompily belray my
movement, Bot as I increassd the phes-
wure I could mee that it wan the socket
screws that wers slowly vielding In the
pine wood jumb.

1 stopped and walted
eraling nolss bafore vr
thrust that would wend the
the loossning socket, 1t came with the
sudden sound of steps and the turning
off of the running tap. The door had
been forced cpen sad stood an inch or
tws from tha jJamb befers the steps
mounded again

I waited, with my heart In my mouth,
wondering If anything had been over-
henrd, If anything had been discoversd.
It wan only thon, too, that the encrmity
of my offense cams home to me Twaam
househreaker, 1 was plaving the part of

for some, oblit-

sireet I discovered thal at her
westure, it was pulllng up bealde the
curh.

T stood well back In the shadow untll
she had climbed Into the seat, the sgron
had slammed shut, and the driver had
wheeled his vebicle about snd started
northward again. Then I skirted along the
shop fronts, darted acroes the street, and
mnade siraight for the hotel cabatund and
& tuxl driver drowsily exbaling clgaretts
emoke up toward the tepdd midnight
aklen

“Up the avenoa™ T s, an 1 clanit
bered in. “And follow that hansem ten
blocks behind untll it tame and then
ron up on it and walt™

It turned st Forty-second street and
wont eastward to Lexington avenue.

southward again We lot It clatter on
well aliend of ta Dot an it tuined snd-

third etreel, we broke the spesd lsws to
draw opoe more Bp o8 L Then, as we

Then, Goubling on its tracks, it swung|

denly westward, at the corney of Twenty-|

P— ugh the darkn
that surrounded me.

My pearch was rewsrded by tHe discov.
ery of one thin streak of yellow lght
slong what must have been the hottom
of » closed door. Just beyond that deor,
T felt. my purwult was o come to An end
The door. 1 found, was locked Hut in-
elde the room 1 could still hear the oe-
canlonal click of shos hesis and the inde-
tarminats tolses of an sctupsnt moving

hesn & Window in the rear of the marrow
hail T tiptosd back to this window, in
ahe hope that It might lead to something.

L burglar
1 Beard, as I stood there, the sound of
& drawer belng opened and closed. Thea

at me without spoaking, ber eyes Wide
with terrifled wonder.

I stured back at her with a singularly
Glsengaged mind. 1 felt, in fact, wey
much &t my esse, very much the mmastar
af the situstion.

Her next move, however, threw & naw
complexion an the situation For she un-
expectedly let har hand dart ouwt o the
wall baside her, Just behind the safe top
As ahe @14 wo, | cpuld besr the snap of
& switch bution; the next momett the
lights went out It left the roem ia lm-
penetrable darkmess,

As 1 stood peering unavallingly
the gioom I could hear the quick thud
of the safe door peing shut. Then cams
the distinct socnd of & beary key being
thrust and turned In & metal Sock—the
safe, obviously, was of the oid-fashioned

-tambler make—and then the Roise
xﬁ key being withdrawn, Then came &
click or two of whoe hesls, ® rustle of
slothtng, and & moment ixter the start-
lingly sharp shattering of a window pane.

The woman had deliberantaly locksd Lha
mafe and fung the kay throogh the win-
dow! Hbe had stoles & march on me

~Ba so good &3 to turm en that lght™
1 commuanded.

Not & sound cames from the aan

“Turn op thst Hght” 1 cried, “or I'T
fire! I'1l rake svery foot of this room'™
asd with that I gave s very significant
doutle clitk to my cigareiiecass f7rIRE.

The MHght came on szain, as euddenly
as it went out. [ discreetly pocketed my
clgaretin case

The woman was sianding beslds the
as befere, studying ma with har
But all this

tatively asd yet
could. It was them that
the Rrat time

“Thank you, I prefer to stand!™ w
her anawer. She spoks calmiy and
tinctly and almost wi accent.
1 feit the volce was In rome way, & for-
elgn one,

“You will ba hero for some time” T
hinted

“And you™ ghe miked 1 poticed an
almost Imperceptibie shrug of her softly
rounded shoulder.

“I'l be hore mstil that safe ls opened.”
wat my retort

“Ah, then I shall sit down,” she mur-
mured, as she caught up the lsce cape
amd adjurted 1t shout her shoulders
“For, belleve me, that will be & Yery,
wery long time, momsbeur!™

1 watehed her carcfully as she crossed
the room and sank into a chalr. She
drew her eream-colored tmin across ber
knees with frogal a=d sindlous Jelib-
eratenren

1t suddenly fushed over me as I
watched her, that her ruse might have
been & double-

varreiod one.

the window!
wn foollsh. Sh
where about b
nd now what most T do™ ahe naked,
she drew the cioak closer about har
shoulders

“You can Mand me over the key to that
e was my answer.

She could sctually afford to langh = Ht-

atill had thag key some-

N
“That i guite impossibie™
*T want that key ™" I inalsted.
“Pardon, le not —dnngerous™
ahs mildly inguired “Is It pot = to break
Into houses at midnight, and rob women ™™
t

| miill covering me
It was pot |

the key to the mfe she kad Sung throogh |
Ene would never have been |
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Torpedo Company, Hridgeport.™
next packet was a bloeprint of
Jectiles, snd on the hack of it was wpit-
I

of wirsless wignals in sctive servies It
was the code that had beeh siolen {rom
Ligut. Palmar. Tha fourth and last paper.I
found, was plalnly thoe dummy which
besnn taken from [he sams affives
might in Madissn Squars.

“What I want s know,™
banded tha four papers together mnd
thrust them down In =7 pocket. ™
how you got that firet coda
young friend the Heatenmnt™

Bhe smibed again, a lirthe wessily, as I
swung the sale door shat and lecked §t
Bhe did not rise from the chalr. But as
[ stood confrenting he thing iz my
attitnde, appsrenily, strurk her as dis=
tinotly For she broks inte &
sudden and desper ripple of lasghier
Thers wan, however, something by and
chilling in {t. Her e7es now peemed mare
velled They had lost thelr sariier jook
aof terror., Her [ace soemad to have re-
laxed Into moftey coniourm

“Would you lke to know™ sbe sald,
lUfung ber face and lookimg with thas
older, half-mbcking glusce inte my own.

Would- [ be 20 our-of pleee in & ball-
room? Ah, have mot more things than
henrty beom Jowt when & man dances with
a womanT*

“T ste—you mesn you atole I =t the
Flazy ™

“Neot at all. monsleur’™ she murmured
languidly back

Something about Ber face, at that me-
mest. pussled e It =red to hold
s latent note of confldencs

Then 1 i, T smw xh It
All, in one tingliog second. For thers,
facing e, stogd the Bgure of & man n
navy biue 1t was the same figure (hat
I had followed through the square

But now (hers was sothing secrative
or cirruitous about his wititude. Tt was
quils the other way; for aa he stoed
there he held & bloe-Barraied revelver in
his Band And | could ses, only too plain-
ty, that it was b

e

from the wom e rose to her feel

"You are golng 1o Kl Bim T she cried,
iz German

“Haven't T gof 07" asked back ihe
man. He spoke In Englieh and without
an sccent “Doat you understand ho's
& safe-breaker? He's broken into this
bouse® Ho! He's emught In the set—

shet in salf-defenes ™

I watched the gun barrel. The man's
calm words sesmed to beerify the wom-
ae uf my shda

W " sbe cried.

“Why naked the mas with the gun,
“Hs has everyihing—1he code, the plans,
sverything™

et them!™ commandsd the man

wrn bo laugh,

She wan mguin studying me with her
puzsied snd ever-parTowing eyes
"Which means™ sbe prompied.

“Wall, for sxampie, the theft of gov
ernmental naval codes, among other
things ™

very drunk.™ she re-
uletly scofng smils,
e insane
my own safaT Ah,
&, that you

]

“Tou mre very,
torted, with
Or you are b
not lock my
T begin fn wee
may stsal from ma

“Then why nod send for tha poliee’™
challenged, pointing  towand
phone.

A look of gulle ereptl Into her stodioes
ayen.

“You will permit that™ she aaked

“I Invite " WaSA EIF ENSWer,

“Then I shall call for heip.™

“Only from the polica™

“Yeu, 1 shall call for help™
peated, crossing to the telepbune

T leaned forward as she stood In front
of I 1 caught ber bare arm in my lefnt
hand, just baiow the elbow, As I drew
backward It hrooght her body agaln
mine, planing her oiber arm down ol
amainst mr skde

The thing wns repugnant lo me, bot it
was necessary. As 1 pinioned her thers,
writhing and panting. 1 deliborntaly
thrust my right hand Into the oven basom
of her gown. It was the k taelf that
redermed the nsmault asd brought & gasp
of rellaf o my liph the hugs brass ity
48 big an an exx beater.

“Lacke™ | heard gasped into my ear.

“Yop_know yom can stifi rall the pe-

tha re-

-

bring me faoe to

movement from the woman
stocped over the safe door. brought
round in & Sash. She was ob her fert

coull Intercept her
Thal sarfier assauit at =y hande
d to ] T could

came a hosl click oc two on the wooded
floor, and then an lmpstient and quite

anditle sigh There Was 0o
that sigh. Tt waa ar Oreighted with
femininity as though 1 had heard & wom.
an's voles. And nothing was to be gained
by walting. So I first jeantd my iron rod
sllently agsinst the door cormer. Tham,

m;mmlmmw.

and noisslessiy into the lighted room.

What T saw was & large and plainly
furnished rogm. Across one cormer stood
& rolitop deak, and from the top of this
I caught the glimmer of a talsphons
tranemitter, In the rear wall sioed tws

Jowr-nilled A
thin wall and betwesn thess twa windows,
stood & Black frea mlfe

Mmmwuaotr-.mdm'

g

|
May 1|
| the paciey

the teje- |

| trvug

“But he's anwed,” she explaimed
A r cromed the other's {mpassive
ce. “What if be ls™ Take his gun; take
Trihing®
The woman steppod close to whers 1
ol Her moversents were more than
*var pantheriike as she went through
pockels ans by one. Tet ber fashing
dexterous hands found a6 revolver,
we alEipla reason there was nons to
This puzzied and worried her,
Ty Up!” commanded the man eev-
g e
Ehie siepped bark and to one side, with
in her hand
‘Now closs the windows'™
man
My heart went down In my boots ns 1
:-_:m the thud of that second closed win.
ow
The womap turmed awny., holding her
hands over ber earm Tha Incongruace
fashed throagh me that twa
ra befure 1 had calied the ity A=t
siale nfu: hrI.'o, within & riffe shot
doar,
face wilth death 1(-1‘:?. N WY YT
I could ses bis arm ralse &
stralghten ouf mm Thnu:Ir: I;::‘-
rel waa pothing but & Black O at the end
o n-;y Ii:nn of visfom 1 felt my hemrt
stog, for 1 scrmised wi 3
ety Tat the movement
Then I laughed cotright. alond and al-
together foolishiy mnd hystsrically
The strain had been too mueh, for me,
and the snay of the releasa had come tos
suddenly, too unexpectedly, 1 ookl sen
the man with the gun bink perplexedty,
for & second or twe, and then | could
sce the tightening of his chindipped
! that wanr 0ot all I had seen
For through the haif<losed door | had
caught sight of the slewiy ruised irom
rod, the very rod 1 had wrenched from
the outer hall window. T had seen fiw
descent at the moment 1

ordered the




